AIRY TRANST CIRCLE (1855-1950)

In 1855, during Thomas Maclear’s directorship, t
Airy Transit Circle was installed in this roomwas
a copy of a similar instrument at longitude zero a
the Royal Greenwich Observatory.

The sidereal time a star crosses the meridian (th
north-south line in the sky) gives its ‘Right

Ascension’, similar to geographic longitude, arsd
distance upwards from the celestial equator gitges |
‘Declination’, analogous to geographic latitude.

Before the Airy Transit Circle was installed, two
separate instruments, a ‘transit telescope’ and a
‘mural circle’ had to be used to give the same
information.
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