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What’s Up - July 2025
Moon

First Quarter

2 July 2025
21:30

Full Moon

10 July 2025
22:37

Last Quarter

18 July 2025
02:38

New Moon

24 July 2025
21:11

The moon is at perigee (closest to Earth) on 20/07 at 15:52, at a distance of 368 047 km.
It is at apogee (furthest from Earth) on 05/07 at 04:29, at a distance of 404 627 km.

Planets

Mercury (in Cancer)
↑ 08:56 ↓ 19:44

Venus (in Taurus)
↑ 04:49 ↓ 15:02
Near the Moon on 21/07 and
22/07

Mars (in Leo)
↑ 10:37 ↓ 22:08
Near the Moon on 28/07

Jupiter (in Gemini)
↑ 06:52 ↓ 16:43
Near the Moon on 22/07

Saturn (in Pisces)
↑ 23:15 ↓ 11:26
Near the Moon on 16/07

All the details (apart from the proximity to the
Moon) are for mid-month in Cape Town.
More information

Scan the QR code for more
information about the South
African Astronomical Obser-
vatory (SAAO) and for details
about visiting the SAAO in
Cape Town or Sutherland.

Some bright stars in the evening sky
Altair: white star, brightest star in Aquila
Antares: red supergiant in Scorpius
Arcturus: red giant in Boötes
Canopus: yellowish-white star in Carina
Procyon: yellowish-white star in Canis Minor
Regulus: blue-white star in Leo
Sirius: brightest star in the night sky, in Canis Major
Spica: bluish-white star in Virgo
The Pointers: Alpha and Beta Centauri
Meteor showers
The alpha-Capricornids are active from 03/07 until 15/08, peak-
ing on 31/07 with 5 meteors per hour. They are best viewed
between 20:00 and 04:00. The Southern delta-Aquariids are
active from 12/07 until 23/08, peaking on 31/07 with 25 meteors
per hour. They are best viewed between 22:00 and 05:00. The
Piscis Austrinids are active from 15/07 until 10/08, peaking on
28/07 with 5 meteors per hour. They are best viewed between
21:30 and 05:00. The eta-Eridanids are active from 31/07 until
19/08, peaking on 08/08 with 3 meteors per hour. They are best
viewed between 01:00 and 05:30.
Fun facts
The Large and Small Magellanic Clouds are two irregular dwarf
galaxies orbiting our Milky Way galaxy. They are visible in the
southern sky as faint, patchy wisps and are among the closest
galaxies to our own. The Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC) is
significantly larger and brighter than the Small Magellanic Cloud
(SMC).

Galaxies have a lot of stars, and their number is estimated to
be between 100 and 400 million for the Milky Way alone. If you
take into account that there are probably 200 billion to 2 trillion
galaxies in the observable universe, you end up with quite a few
stars! Even so, there are probably more sand grains on Earth, in
particular if you take the deserts into account.
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