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What’s Up - February 2026
Moon

Full Moon

2 February 2026
00:09

Last Quarter

9 February 2026
14:43

New Moon

17 February 2026
14:01

First Quarter

24 February 2026
14:28

The moon is at perigee (closest to Earth) on 25/02 at 01:18, at a distance of 370 132 km.
It is at apogee (furthest from Earth) on 10/02 at 18:52, at a distance of 404 577 km.

Planets

Mercury (in Aquarius)
↑ 07:45 ↓ 20:24
Near the Moon on 19/02

Venus (in Aquarius)
↑ 07:07 ↓ 20:10
Near the Moon on 18/02

Mars (in Capricornus)
↑ 05:39 ↓ 19:16
Near the Moon on 16/02

Jupiter (in Gemini)
↑ 17:16 ↓ 03:09
Near the Moon on 27/02

Saturn (in Pisces)
↑ 09:01 ↓ 21:15
Near the Moon on 19/02

All the details (apart from the proximity to the
Moon) are for mid-month in Cape Town.
More information

Scan the QR code for more
information about the South
African Astronomical Obser-
vatory (SAAO) and for details
about visiting the SAAO in
Cape Town or Sutherland.

Some bright stars in the evening sky
Betelgeuse: red supergiant in Orion
Canopus: yellowish-white star in Carina
Procyon: yellowish-white star in Canis Minor
Regulus: blue-white star in Leo
Rigel: blue supergiant in Orion
Sirius: brightest star in the night sky, in Canis Major
Spica: bluish-white star in Virgo
The Pointers: Alpha and Beta Centauri
Meteor showers
The alpha-Centaurids are active from 31/01 until 20/02, peaking
on 08/02 with 6 meteors per hour. They are best viewed between
00:00 and 04:30. The gamma-Normids are active from 25/02
until 28/03, peaking on 14/03 with 5 meteors per hour. They are
best viewed between 00:00 and 04:30.
Fun facts
Always close to the Sun, Venus is only seen near sunset or
sunrise. Thus it came to be known as “evening star” and “morning
star”. But don’t let these names deceive you: Venus is a planet,
not a star. Stars are extremely hot gas balls, mostly made of
hydrogen and helium. They use fusion as their energy source.

Venus is named after the Roman goddess of love. This is a bit of
a misnomer, given that its environment is sheer hell: As most of
Venus’ atmosphere is made of carbon dioxide, there is a massive
greenhouse effect, leading to a surface temperature of about 460
℃. It also means the atmospheric pressure is almost 100 times
that on Earth!

For the Tsonga, Venus (as the “morning star”) was responsible
for leading initiates into their new life. Therefore initiation schools
were only held in years when Venus was visible in the morning
during the winter months.
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