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What’s Up - June 2026
Moon

Last Quarter

8 June 2026
12:01

New Moon

15 June 2026
04:54

First Quarter

21 June 2026
23:55

Full Moon

30 June 2026
01:57

The moon is at perigee (closest to Earth) on 15/06 at 01:18, at a distance of 357 196 km.
It is at apogee (furthest from Earth) on 01/06 at 06:32, at a distance of 406 369 km, and again on 28/06 at 09:11,
at a distance of 406 267 km.

Planets

Mercury (in Gemini)
↑ 09:38 ↓ 19:30
Near the Moon on 16/06

Venus (in Cancer)
↑ 10:31 ↓ 20:33
Near the Moon on 17/06 and
18/06

Mars (in Aries)
↑ 05:09 ↓ 15:38
Near the Moon on 12/06

Jupiter (in Gemini)
↑ 10:05 ↓ 20:09
Near the Moon on 17/06

Saturn (in Pisces)
↑ 02:11 ↓ 13:58
Near the Moon on 10/06

All the details (apart from the proximity to the
Moon) are for mid-month in Cape Town.
More information

Scan the QR code for more
information about the South
African Astronomical Obser-
vatory (SAAO) and for details
about visiting the SAAO in
Cape Town or Sutherland.

Some bright stars in the evening sky
Altair: white star, brightest star in Aquila
Antares: red supergiant in Scorpius
Arcturus: red giant in Boötes
Betelgeuse: red supergiant in Orion
Canopus: yellowish-white star in Carina
Procyon: yellowish-white star in Canis Minor
Regulus: blue-white star in Leo
Rigel: blue supergiant in Orion
Sirius: brightest star in the night sky, in Canis Major
Spica: bluish-white star in Virgo
The Pointers: Alpha and Beta Centauri
Meteor showers
There are no major meteor showers this month.
Fun facts
Different stars have different colours, and for some (such as
Betelgeuse in the constellation of Orion, which is reddish) you
can even see that with your naked eye. The reason for these
different colours are different surface temperatures - and what
is true for flames on Earth is true for stars: Red means compar-
atively cool, and blue means hot.

In case of our Sun, the surface temperature is about 5500
degrees Celsius. While this may sound a lot, it pales against
the temperature of about 15 million degrees inside the Sun’s
core. Thanks to this high temperature (and the high pressure)
hydrogen atoms may be fused into helium, which is the energy
source that has kept the Sun shining for the last 4.6 billion years
or so.

Fusion on Earth needs even higher temperatures - 150 million
degrees. Storing a plasma of such temperature is, to put it mildly,
a challenge. It should come as no surprise that fusion as an
energy source has proven somewhat elusive so far!
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