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What’s Up - October 2026
Moon

Last Quarter

3 October 2026
15:25

New Moon

10 October 2026
17:50

First Quarter

18 October 2026
18:13

Full Moon

26 October 2026
06:12

The moon is at perigee (closest to Earth) on 01/10 at 22:41, at a distance of 369 338 km, and again on 28/10 at
20:01, at a distance of 364 411 km. It is at apogee (furthest from Earth) on 17/10 at 00:56, at a distance of 404
639 km.

Planets

Mercury (in Libra)
↑ 07:05 ↓ 21:03
Near the Moon on 12/10

Venus (in Virgo)
↑ 06:13 ↓ 20:12
Near the Moon on 12/10

Mars (in Cancer)
↑ 02:53 ↓ 13:10
Near the Moon on 05/10

Jupiter (in Leo)
↑ 03:28 ↓ 14:11
Near the Moon on 06/10

Saturn (in Cetus)
↑ 17:54 ↓ 05:48
Near the Moon on 24/10

All the details (apart from the proximity to the
Moon) are for mid-month in Cape Town.
More information

Scan the QR code for more
information about the South
African Astronomical Obser-
vatory (SAAO) and for details
about visiting the SAAO in
Cape Town or Sutherland.

Some bright stars in the evening sky
Altair: white star, brightest star in Aquila
Antares: red supergiant in Scorpius
Betelgeuse: red supergiant in Orion
Canopus: yellowish-white star in Carina
Rigel: blue supergiant in Orion
Sirius: brightest star in the night sky, in Canis Major
Spica: bluish-white star in Virgo
The Pointers: Alpha and Beta Centauri
Meteor showers
The Southern Taurids are active from 20/09 until 20/11, peaking
on 05/11 with 7 meteors per hour. They are best viewed between
21:30 and 03:30. The Orionids are active from 02/10 until 07/11,
peaking on 21/10 with 20 meteors per hour. They are best viewed
between 00:00 and 04:00. The Northern Taurids are active from
20/10 until 10/12, peaking on 12/11 with 5 meteors per hour. They
are best viewed between 21:30 and 03:30.
Fun facts
On 30 August 2026 the Nancy Grace Roman Space Telescope
started its journey into space on a SpaceX Falcon Heavy Rocket.
It is named after NASA’s first Chief of Astronomy, who is also
known as the “mother of the Hubble Space Telescope”. Its field of
view is a hundred times larger than Hubble’s, potentially allowing
it to observe a billion galaxies and thousands of supernovae,
explosions disrupting a whole star, during its lifetime.

This will allow Roman to gain precious new insights into the na-
ture of the enigmatic dark energy, which is making the universe
expand faster and faster.

But Roman has another ace up its sleeve as well: Its complex
coronagraph demonstrates the technology for blocking off light of
stars, which would otherwise outshine the light from the orbiting
planets. This paves the way to future missions to analyse the
light of rocky planets, looking for signs of life and maybe bringing
us closer to answering the question whether we are alone in the
cosmos.
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