Earth

Answer: (a)
This tallest volcano on any
planet in our solar system is
called Olympus Mons.
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Answer: (a)
Mercury is the smallest of
the 8 planets in our solar
system.
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How to fold
1.

Cut along the side of the Astro-quacker.

2.

Fold in half so that planet Mercury lies over planet Venus. Open out.

3.

Fold in half again so that planet Mars lies over planet Mercury. Open out.

4.

Turn over so that all the planets are facing downwards.

5.

Now fold each corner into the centre.

6.

Turn over and repeat step 5.

7.

Turn over so you can see the planets.

8.

Slide your thumb and your forefinger behind 2 of the planets and press together so they bend round and touch.

9.

Repeat step 8 with the thumb and forefinger of the other hand for the other two planets.

10. All the planets should now be at the front with centres touching. You are now ready to use your Astro-quacker!
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Mars
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Answer: (b)
Mercury is the closest to
the sun and takes fewer
days to orbit the sun.

Answer: (b)
A rocky planet is made up
mostly of rock or metals.
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Mercury
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Answer: (a)
The other 3 rocky
(terrestrial) planets in our
solar system are Mercury,
Venus and Mars.
Answer: (b)
The Earth bulges at the
middle (equator) and
flattens at the poles.

Answer: (a)
Venus is not the closest to
the sun but has a thick
atmosphere that traps the
sun’s heat.
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Venus
4

Answer: (a)
Looking from Earth, Venus
appears to be rotating
backwards. So on Venus,
the Sun rises in the west
and sets in the east.

Rocky
(Terrestrial)
Planets:
Mercury, Venus,
Earth and Mars

Facts verified by
SAAO Astronomers

How to play
1.

Get a friend to choose one of the 4 rocky (terrestrial) planets on the Astro-quacker.

2.

Work your fingers back and forth, one for each letter.

3.

Now ask your friend to choose a number. Open and close the Astro-quacker the number of times chosen.

4.

Ask your friend to choose again – opening and closing the Astro-quacker that many times.

5.

Now ask your friend to choose a number and read the question given.

6.

The answers are all given on the inside flap.

7.

Play over and over again!

8.

Enjoy learning some astronomical facts!
For ages 7+
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